Recent Advances in Schistosomiasis.
Schistosomiasis is a major parasitic disease, affecting nearly 200 million persons, worldwide. Major advances in our knowledge-in terms of pathogenesis, improved diagnosis, therapeutics (both drugs and strategies), and morbidity assessment-now make schistosomiasis a curable, often preventable disease. In contrast to most other illnesses, most schistosomiasis pathology appears to be reversible over time. For the future, several promising vaccine candidates are already in phase-I or phase-II testing. On the other hand, the range of this disease has been increasing, as water resources are developed in several newly industrialized countries and much of schistosomiasis in sub-Saharan Africa remains largely untreated.